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MESSAGE 


of the C.C. of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
to the C.C., C.P.S.U. Concerning the June 
Plenum Decision of the C.C, CPSU. 


The Central Committee of the Korean 
Workers’ Party has been infoimed through 
Comrade A.M. Puzanov of the content of the 
decision on the anti-Party group of Malen- 
kov, Kaganovich and Molotov, which was 
unanimously adopted at the Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union held from June 22 to 29, 
and expresses full support and approval of 
this decision. 

The step unanimously taken this time by 
the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union is a just one for 
defending the purity of the Party ranks by 
boldly overcoming the sectarian act aimed at 
wrecking the unity of ideology, will and ac- 
tion of the Party, and this constitutes a mani: 
fest demonstration of the Leninist unity of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union ral- 
lied around?the Party’s Central Committee 


July 6, 1957.. Pyongyang. 
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and of the irtviolable solidarity between the 
Party and the popular masses. 

We are convinced that, firmly advancing 
along the general line indicated by the histo- 
tical 20th ‘Congress, the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union will attain further bril- 
liant successes in the future in the struggle for 
the magnificent Communist construction and 
for a lasting peace of the world and in the 
further strengthening of the unity and soli- 
darity of the Party ranks. 

fhe Workers’ Party of Korea will do all in 
its power for further strengthening solidarity 
with the great Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, for safeguarding the traditional 
friendship between. the Korean people and 
the Soviet people and for further strengthen- 
ing the proletarian internationalist unity of 
the international socialist camp centering 
around the Soviet Union. 


The Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea 


DOCUMENTS 


Concerning the Visit of HO CHI MINH, 
President of the Cemocratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam 


The following are the texts of speeches 
made by Premier Kim I! Sung and President 
Ho Chi Minh at the Pyongyang city mass 


SPEECH BY PREMIER KIM IL SUNG 


Respected Comrade President Ho Chi Minh, 
Dear friends from Viet-Nam, 
Dear citizens of Pyongyang, 

In the name of the Central Committee of the 
Korean Workers’ Party, the Government of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
and the entire Korean people, I extend heart- 
felt, warm greetings to Comrade President Ho 
Chi Minh and his party who are on a goodwill 
visit to our country today. 

The peoples of our two countries, Korea and 
Viet-Nam, both with a long history and cul- 
tural tradition in the East, have each a his- 
tory of long drawn, heroic struggle against 
foreign aggressors for their national inde- 
pendence and freedom. 

In: this common struggle against the ag- 
oressive colonialists, the peoples of our two 
countries have formed historical relations of 
friendship, and today they are tied by an un- 
breakable solidarity on the common front for 
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rally held on July 8 in welcome of Ho Chi 
Minh, President of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam, on a visit to Korea. 


AT PYONGYANG CITY MASS RALLY 


achieving the complete unification and inde- 
pendence of their countries, both artificially 
divided by the imperialists. 

Our peoples are not isolated in their just 
struggle; they are relying on the might of the 
socialist camp headed by the great Soviet 
Union and the Chinese People’s Republic and 
on the strength of the proletarian internation- 
alist friendship and unity with the peoples of 
the brotherly countries. 

We are filled with the determination to 
guard firmly the front line of the socialist 
camp in the East, by staunchly upholding the 
national independence and freedom of our 
countries, 

After repulsing the foreign imperialists 
thanks to the historic victory won by the hero- 
ic Soviet Army in the Second World War and 
to their own heroic struggle, the brotherly 
Vietnamese people founded the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam in September 1945. 
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The Vietnamese people, as the real master 
of their liberated fatherland, entered upon the 
road of creating a new, happy life. 


However, the French colonialists launched 
an armed invasion against the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam in order to enslave the 
Vietnamese people and convert Viet-Nam into 
their colony again. 


The heroic Vietnamese people, under the 
guidance of the Viet-Nam Lao Dong Party 
and the Government of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Viet-Nam led by Comrade Ho Chi Minh, 
offered heroic resistance against the foreign 
imperialists for eight years and won a bril- 
liant victory in the arduous struggle. 


The victory of the Vietnamese people once 
again demonstrates that, however hard the 
imperialists may try, they cannot bring to 
submission the people who rose up in a just 
struggle for the freedom and national inde- 
pendence of their country. 


The victory of the great Chinese People’s 
Revolution and the strengthening and deve- 
lopment of the Chinese People’s Republic, 
the failure of the imperialists’ aggressive 
policy aimed at reducing the peoples of Korea 
and Viet-Nam to colonial slaves and the up- 
surge of the national liberation struggle of 
the peoples of other Asian countries—all 
these show that the imperialist colonial sys- 
tem in Asia is now almost completely fall- 
ing apart and that a new age in which the 
Asian people play the host in Asia has set 
in. 


Today, in Asia where the peoples had 
been subdued to slavery and tormented for 
centuries, the great Marxism-Leninism, 
which promises the people freedom, peace 
and happiness, is triumphing and flowering. 


Since the conclusion of the armistice, the 
brotherly Vietnamese people have been mak- 
ing every effort for rapidly healing the severe 
wounds of the war, eliminating the long- 
standing backwardness left behind by the 
colonialists in the political, economic and 
cultural fields, and building a rich, powerful 
and independent counrty. 


Today, in the Democratic Republic of Viet- 
Nam enormous successes are being made in 
the land reform and the democratic reforma- 
tion of the state and social life as well as 
in the construction of industry, education 
and culture. 

We Korean people are rejoicing over all 
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the brilliant successes made by the brother- 
ly Vietnamese people as over our own. 

Since the armistice, proceeding from the 
unanimous desire of the Vietnamese people, 
the Government of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Viet-Nam has strictly abided by the 
Geneva Agreement on the question of Indo- 
china, and exerted sincere efforts for peace- 
fully unifying North and South Viet-Nam on 
a democratic basis. 


However, the U.S. imperialists who 
emerged in place of the French colonialists 
are expanding the armed forces of South 
Viet-Nam for the aggressive purpose of con- 
verting it into their colony and military base, 
by bringing in quantities of weapons and 
strategic material under the unctuous name 
of “aid” and, at the same time, are schem- 
ing to inveigle South Viet-Nam_ into the 
aggressive Southeast Asian bloc. 

But we are convinced that no machination 
of the imperialists can break the unanimous 
aspiration and will of the Vietnamese people 
for the peaceful unification of their country 
and that the Vietnamese people, with the sup- 
port and aid of the peoples of the countries 
of the great socialist camp and of the world 
peace-loving peoples, will certainly accom- 
plish the cause of unification. 


In the past three-year war of aggression 
against Korea, the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sors brought immeasurable calamity and 
misfortune to the Korean people and our 


national economy underwent severe de- 
struction. 
However, rallied steel-like around the 


Workers’ Party of Korea and the Govern- 
ment of the Republic and with the tremendous 
material and moral aid given by the peoples 
of the great Soviet Union, China and other 
countries of the socialist camp and thanks 
to the high-pitched, creative labour of their 
own, our people victoriously fulfilled the 
Post-War Three-Year National Economy 
Plan and have embarked upon the fulfilment 
of the First Five-Year Plan. 


Socialism is scoring a decisive victory and 
the people’s livelihood is also being mark- 
edly improved and enhanced in our country. 

The imperialist reactionary forces, irritat- 
ed and alarmed at the daily growing and 
strengthening might of the socialist camp 
and the surging peace movement of the 
world peoples, are continuously aggravating 
the ‘cold war” and clinging to the “positions 
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of strength” policy, oblivious of the lesson 
of the past. 

In particular, of late, the imperialists are 
aggravating the tension in the whole of 
Asia, including South Viet-Nam, South Ko- 
rea and Taiwan, afid are seeking to undei- 
mine the united forces of the Asian pecples 
for peace and national independence. 

For all this, the aggressive policy of the 
U.S. imperialists is meeting today with one 
setback after another and is rejected in al! 
parts of the world. 

In order to find a way out of such predi- 
cament, today the U.S. imperialists aie 
manoeuvring to browbeat the people by ag- 
gravating international tension and prepar- 
ing for an atomic war. 

As part of the atomic war preparation, 
the U.S. imperialists are trying to introduce 
new types of weapons into South Korea by 
unilaterally abrogating Paragraph 13, d — 
one of the mest important provisions— of 
the Korean Armistice Agreement, and to ag- 
gravate tension in Korea. 

However, with no provocative machina- 
tion can the U.S. imperialists intimidate the 
Korean people .and bar the desire of our 
people for the peaceful unification of their 
country: Today, the criminal plot of the U.S. 
imperialists is scathingly denounced not only 
by the Korean people but also by the world 
peace-loving peoples. 

The strict observance of the Korean Aim- 
istice Agreement and the conversion of the 
armistice into a lasting peace in Korea are 
of gréat importance not only for the peace- 
ful settlement of the Korean question but 
also for the preservation and strengthening 
of peace in Asia and the world. 

It follows, therefore, that the Korean Armi- 
stice Agreement must under all circum- 
stances be strictly cbserved and the Korean 
question be solved by the Korean people 
themselves, by peaceful means only. 

We continuously hold that the provocative 


acts of the U.S. side of preparing for a new. 
war in Korea must be brought to an end 
immediately and that an international con- 
ference with a broad participation of coun- 
tries. concerned be convened without fail for 
the discussion cf the Korean question. 

We will continue our resclute struggle for 
th peaceful solution cf the Korean and Viet- 
namese questions, for the alleviation of in- 
ternational tension and for a lasting peace 
in the East. 

The Korean people will fortify, politically 
and economically as firm as an impregnable 
fortress, the democratic basis in the northern 
part of the Republic for promcting the peace- 
ful unificaticn of the country, maintain high, 
revolutionary vigilance against the enemies, 
and vigorously march ahead in the struggle 
for successfully fulfilling the First Five-Year 
Plan, further firmly rallied around the Work- 
ers’ Party of Korea and the Government 
of the Republic. 

Dear comrades, 

The present visit of Comrade President 
Ho Chi Minh to our country will greatly 
conduce to further strengthening and deve- 
loping the fraternal friendship and vnitv 
existing between the peoples of Korea and 
Viet-Nam and, further, to consolidating the 
friendship and unity between the countries 
of the camp of socialism. 

We are convinced that during your stay 
in cur country, you will sense to the full the 
sincere love and friendship of the Korean 
people toward the brctherly Vietnamese 
people. 

Long live.the everlasting 
unity between the Korean people 
Vietnamese people! 

Long live the heroic Vietnamese people 
and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam! 

Long live the unbreakable friendship and 
unity among the countries of the socialist 
camp centred arcund the great Soviet Union! 

Long live the lasting peace of the world! 


friendship and 
and the 


SPEECH BY PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH AT PYONGYANG CITY MASS RALLY 


Dear Comrade ‘Premier, 

Dear Comrade President of the Presidium of 
the Supreme People’s Assembly, 

Dear comrades and friends, 

Brothers and sisters, 
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We have come to the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea with boundless joy at the 
kind invitation of the Comrade President. 

Here we have come to see and talk with 
brothers and sisters of Pyongyang, the hero- 
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ic, democratic capital, with unparalleled joy. 
This joy défies words. 

On behalf of the Vietnamese people and the 
com.adés accompanying me and in my cwn 
name, I extend, first of all, greetings to the 
citizens of Pyongyang, the democratic capi+ 
tal, to the entire heroic Korean people. 

We express heartily gratitude for this cor- 
dial and warm ieception given by cur 
friends. 

Though Viet-Nam and Korea are separat- 
ed by a distance of thousands of miles, we 
are closely united with a fast, fraternal 
friendship in the big family of socialism 
headed by the Soviet Union and China. 

We. Vietnamese and Korean peoples have 
always been advancing shoulder to shoulde: 
with each ather along the road of opposing 
imperialist aggression, realizing the unifica- 
tion of the countries, and building a peaceful, 
happy life and socialism. 

The Vietnamese people are boundlessly 
prcud of having the heroic Korean people as 
their close friend. They love and respect the 
kindred, brotherly Korean people. 

Friends, 
Brothers and sisters, 


Under the wise guidance of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and the Government of the 
Democratic.People’s Republic of Korea, you 
fought valiantly under extremely arduous 
circumstances, consistently and closely ral- 
lied around the United Demccratic Father- 
land Fron:. With the lofty aid of the Soviet 
Union, China and other fraternal countries 
and the sympathy and support of the world 
peace-loving peoples, you won victory in 
your fight against the imperialist aggressors. 

The armistice in Korea constitutes a great 
victory not only of the Korean people but 
also of the forces of peace and democracy 
of the world. 


The brilliant results, you attained in the 
course of the great Fatherland Liberation 
War eloquently prove that no force can pre- 
vail over the might of a heroic nation. 


Your victory has evoked great emetion 
and joy in the Vietnamese people, induced 
them to come out further resolutely in the 
Resistance and inspired their conviction of 
victory. At that time the entire soldiers and 
people of our country in the whole teriitory 
from north to south, on the front ard in the 
rear, greeted victory of the Korean people 
with great joy as if-it were their own. 
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The Vietnamese people bitterly ‘hate the 
U.S. imperialists who inflicted indescribable 
war wounds upon and caused devastation to 
your lovely land. Immeasurable indeed 
were the losses and sufferings caused by the 
U.S. imperialists. 


Following the restoration of peace, under 
the wise guidance of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea and the Government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and with the disin- 
terested aid of the Soviet Union, China and 
other fiaternal countries, the Korean people 
overfulfilled the Three-Year Plan for the 
Post-War Rehabilitation and Development of 
the National Economy ahead of schedule and 
attained gigantic successes in all fields with 
high patriotism and through creative labour. 

This year you have embarked upon’ the 
fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan. In the 
period from the beginning of the vear to 
this date alone, you have already attained 
enormcus brilliant successes. We are con- 
vinced that you will attain more and greater 
success in the course of fulfilling the First 
Five-Year Plan. 

Friends, 
Brothers and sisters, 

Upon arriving in Pyongyang, we are most 
happy at seeing your creative labour results. 

The democratic capital Pyongyang, which 
was a ruin right after the armistice, has 
been rebuilt today. 

When Pyongyang has 
we believe other places 
through similar changes. 

This constitutes a great enccuragement for 
the Vietnamese people. 

The Vietnamese people will assiduously 
learn from your love of labour and your 
spirit of patiently overcoming difficulties. 
By further fully displaying our excellent 
tradition, we will carry out the task of build- 
ing a peaceful, united, independent, demo- 
cratic and prosperous Viet-Nam. 

Friends, Brothers and sisters, 

Such is how things stand in the northern 
part of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

As for the southern part, although there 
are fertile land and rich resources, the people 
there are subjected to exploitation, terror 
and oppressicn by the U.S. imperialists and 
their lackeys, and are leading a_ wretched 
life in hunger, poverty and humiliation. 

The U.S. imperialists were defeated and 


changed like this; 
also have gone 
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obliged to conclude the Armistice Agreement. 
But they have not yet given up their evil 
design to provoke war. They are running 
amuck in reinforcing armed forces in the 
southern part of the Republic and are trying 
to wreck the Armistice Agreement and un- 
dermine the cause of the peaceful unification 


of the Korean people, instigating their 
lackeys to rave about the “march north ex- 
pedition”’. 

In our country the U.S. imperialists by 


prolonging the division of our land and in- 
stituting a fascist dictatorship in South 
Viet-Nam, are persecuting those who took pari 
in the Resistance in the past and the patri- 
ots who demand the peaceful unification of 
the country in accordance with the provisions 
of the Geneva Agreement. By hindering 
the restoration of normal relations between 
the North and South, they have placed our 
compatriots in a heartrending state in which 
they must live separated from each other. 

The malicious plots of the U.S. imperial- 
ists and their minions are adding fuel to the 
indignation of the North and South Korean 
people and the North and South Vietnamese 
people, inducing them to wage a more vigor- 
ous struggle against the enemies, by further 
consolidating their unity, and are evoking 
greater hatred of the world peace-loving peo- 
ples against the enemies. 

Through their own experiences the Viet- 
namese people are made to take more seri- 
ously to their heart the situation in which the 
territory of your country still remains 
divided. 

The Vietnamese people are warmly sup- 
porting the resolute struggle for the imple- 
mentation of the Armistice Agreement waged 
by the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 

The question of Korea’s unification must 
be peacefully solved by the Korean people 
through negotiations. 

The peoples of our two countries won 
glorious victories in the struggle against im- 
perialist aggression. 

Today we are convinced that the struggle 
for the unification of the country, prolonged, 
arduous and complicated as it is, will be 
victorious without fail. 

Friends, brothers and sisters, 

As we know well, the U.S. imperialists and 
their hangers-on are not only plotting to pro- 
voke another war in Viet-Nam and Korea, but 


also dreaming of creating world lension, in- 
vading the camp of our side and subordinating 
numerous countries by fortifying their mili- 
tary bases in foreign countries. However, 
the world people hate war, are clearly seeing 
through all the evil designs of the imperial- 
ists as the days go by and are actively 
struggling for the defence of peace with high 
vigilance at all times and are united as one. 

In face of the plots of the U.S. imperialists 
and their followers to provoke a new war, 
the Soviet Union, China and other brotherly 
countries of the socialist camp are keenly 
aware of their lofty obligation for peace, the 
happiness of mankind and the cause of so- 
cialism. Further fortifying our ranks with 
every passing day, we are still more streng- 
thening mutual cooperation on the basis of 
the Marxist-Leninist ideology. 

This constitutes a matchlessly powerful 
might. 

We are confident that the daily growing 
and strengthening might of the socialist camp 
and the struggle against war waged by the 
peace-loving peoples of the whole world will 
bring the imperialist and colonialist bellicose 
elements to their knees and that peace will 
be victorious without fail. 

Friends, brothers and sisters, 

It is a boundless pleasure for us to see 
through this visit that the close relations of 
cooperation and _ friendship between Viet- 
Nam and Korea are constantly developing 
in the great commonwealth of socialist camp 
headed by the great Soviet Union and China. 

We once again extend wholehearted grati- 
tude for welcoming us with such warm hospi- 
tality. | 

On behalf of the entire Vietnamese people, 
I wish the Korean brothers and sisters greater 
achievements in the struggle for the construc- 
tion of a happy life and for the unification of 
their country. 

Long live the fraternal friendship between 
the people of Korea and the people of Viet- 
Nam, which will endure and develop down 
through generations! 


Long live the glorious Workers’ Party of 
Korea! 

Long live the Democratic People’s Repu- 
blic of Korea! 

Long live the firm unity and cooperation 
among the brotherly countries of the socialist 
camp headed by the Soviet Union and China! 


Long live world peace! 


eC ITD 


REPORT 


On Fulfilment of the D.P.R.K. National 
Economy Development Plan for the 
First Half Year of 1957 


The Cabinet of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea summed up 
the results of the fulfilment of the National Economy Plan for the first half 
of 1957 and adopted a pertinent decision on July 20. 

The report on the results of the fulfilment of the National Economy De- 
velopment Plan of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the first 


half of 1957 follows: 


The historic resolution of the Third Con- 
gress of the Korean Workers’ Party marked 
out the basic line of the First Five-Year Plan. 


The basic tasks in the First Five-Year 
Plan are to further consolidate socialist eco- 
nomic foundation in the northern part of our 
Republic and at the same time to basically 
solve the clothing, housing and food ques- 
tions of the people, by building a foundation 
for the socialist industrialization and com- 
pleting collectivization of agriculture. 


The fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan 
will bring a great advance in the socialist 
construction in the northern half of our Re- 
public, and it constitutes a decisive guarantee 
for promoting the cause of the country’s uni- 
fication. 


The execution of this task requires the 
strenuous struggle of the Party, state and 
economic organs and the entire people, and 
it can be honoured only by overcoming num- 
erous obstacles. 


The plan for 1957, the first year of the 
Five-Year Plan, is the most important link 
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in the successful fulfilment of the entire Five- 
Year Plan. 

The December Plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Korean Workers’ Party set forth 
assignments for the National Economy De- 
velopment Plan for 1957 on the basis of the 
full analysis of the matured requirement and 
the new, changed conditions of the economic 
development of our country and advanced 
concrete measures for securing successful 
implementation of the assignments. 

The Party and the Government conducted 
organizational and guidance work for enabl- 
ing the entire working people to display their 
boundless wisdom and taients and for launch- 
ing extensively the movement for increas- 
ing production and economization, in order 
to ensure the victorious fulfilment of the plan 
for 1957, the first year of the Five-Year Plan, 
overcoming the difficulties lying before us. 

Enthusiastically responding to the call of 
the Party and the Government, the entire 
working people have come out as one in the 
struggle for the overfulfilment of the state 
target. 
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The results of the fulfilment of the Nation- 
al Economy Plan for the first half of 1957 
have fully proved the correctness of the eco- 
nomic policy of the Korean Workers’ Party 
and the Government of the Republic and the 
great vitality of the Decision of the December 
Plenum of the Central Committee of the Ko- 
rean Workers’ Party. 

The results of the fulfilment of the plan for 
the first half year of 1957 in different branch- 
es of the national econamy are as follows: 


1. INDUSTRY 


The gross industrial output value plan of 


the state and cooperative economy for the 


first half of 1957 was fulfilled at 112 per cent 
and the plan including increased production 
commitments at 102 per cent. In this way, 
the industrial workers turned out in the first 
half year 5,100 million won worth of various 
means of production and mass consumption 
goods above the basic plan and 900 million 
won worth over their increased production 
targets. 

The total output value of the state and co- 
operative economy for the first half of 1957 
registered a 41 per cent increase as compar- 
ed with the result in the first half of 1956. 

Following are the results of the fulfilment 
of the gross output value plan of ministries 
and bureaus: 


Rate of fulfil- 


M. of Transport 106 102 

of which, Department 

of Auto-vehicles and 

Highways Management 112 106 
M. of Communications 126 118 
M. of Home and Foreign 

Trade 122 115 
M. of Procurement and 

Food Administration 98 92 

. of Construction 122 115 


M 

M. of City Management 93 90 
M. of Education 
M 


Rate of fulfil- 
ment of state 


ment of plan 
including in- 


Ministries, plan for ist creased pro- 
Bureaus and half of 1957 duction  tar- 
others (%) get (%) 

M. of Metal Ind. 115 104 
M. of Coal Ind. 111 104 
M. of Machine Ind. 105 99.5 
M. of Electric Ind. 116 103 
M. of Chemical Ind. 112 105 
B. of Building Material 

Industry 111 99 
B. of Forestry 109 101 
M. of Light Ind. 117 104 
M. of Fishing Ind. 86 76 
M. of Agriculture 127 119 
B. of Irrigation 101 90 
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109 101 
. of Culture and 

Propaganda 107 97 
M. of Labour 118 113 
Provincially owned 

Ind. as a whole 116 106 
Pyongyang City Peo- 

ple’s Committee 106 86 
S. Pyongan Prov. P.C. 118 113 
N. -Pyongan Prov. P.C. 114 101 
Jagang Prov. P. C. 113 108 
S. Hwanghai Prov. -P.C, 132 125 
N. Hwanghai Prov. P.C. 122 106 
Kangwon Prov. P.C. 122 106 
S. Hamkyung Prov. 

PAC: 112 107 
N. Hamkyung Prov. 

PC. 108 104 
Ryanggang Prov. P.C. 122 101 
Kaesong City P.C. 111 98 
Producers’ Co-ops 110 99 
Fishermen’s Co-ops 101 88 


The gross industrial output value plan of 
the state and co-operative industry for the 
first half of 1957 was fulfilled in each province 


as follows: 
Rate of fulfil- 
ment of state 
plan for 1st 
half of 1957 

Provinces (%) 

Pyongyang City 114 

S. Pyongan. Prov. 117 

N. Pyongan Prov. 109 


Rate of fulfil- 
ment of plan 
including in- 
creased pro- 
duction _ tar- 


get (%) 


101 
107 
99.9 
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Rate of fulfil- 
ment of state 


plan for Ist. 


Rate of fulfil- 
ment of plan 
including in- 
creased pro- 


basic target was oveifulfilled in many other 


items. 


_ As a result, the production of major indus- 
trial items grew at the following rapid tempo 
compared with the corresponding period of 


half of 1957 duction _ tar- 
Provinces (9/5) get (/o) 
Jagang Prov. 110 102 
S. Hwanghai Prov. 124 112 
N. Hwanghai Prov. 115 102 
Kangwon Prov. 111 97 
S. Hamkyung Prov. 106 99 
N. Hamkyung Prov. 110 101 
Ryanggang Prov. 110 103 
Kaesong City 128 120 


In the first half of 1957 the per item pro- 
duction plans for major industria] products 
were also successfully carried out, The first 
half year production target was overfulfilled 
on such industrial products of great impor- 
tance for development of the national econo- 
my and improvement of people’s living as 
electricity, coal; gold, silver, copper, lead and 
zinc (in terms of mineral content); iron ore, 
pig iron, granulated iron, iron alloy, steel, 
structuial steel, cast iron pipes, crude copper, 
crude lead, electrolytic silver, electrolytic 
copper, copper wire, motors, transformers, 
lathes, boring machines, winches, rockdrills, 
concrete mixers, chain conveyers, farm ma- 
chines and implements, chemical fertilizer, 
caustic soda, sodium carbonate, carbide, coke, 
cement, slate, bricks, roof tiles, timber, sawn 
wood, cotton fabrics, silk fabrics, woolen fab- 
rics, knitwear, hosiery, underwear, work 
clothes, canvas shoes, rubber shoes, leather 
shoes, paper, stationery, glassware for daily 
use, ceramics for daily use, medicaments, 
salt, corn starch, tobacco and cigarettes, and 
soap. 

In the first half of 1957, production exceed- 
ed the state basic target by 19,000 tons in 
pig iron, 18;000 tons in steel, 23,000 tons in 
structural steel, 77,000 tons in iron ore, 230 
tons in crude copper, 1,800 tons in crude lead, 
250,000 tons in coal, 14,000 tons in chemical 
fertilizer, 560 tons in caustic soda, 600 tons 
in sodium carbonate, 4,000 tons in carbide, 
20,000 tons in coke, 38,000 ‘tons in cement, 
130,000 squaré metres in sheet glass, 177,000 
cubic metres in timber, 2,500 tons in paper, 
4,400,000 metres in cotton fabrics, 560,000 
metres in silk fabrics, 130,000,000 won in 
knitwear, 270,000 pairs in hosiery, 68,000 
tons in salt and 200 tons in soap. The state 
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last year: 
F.rst half of First half of 
1957 against 1957 against 
that of 1956 that of 1956 
Items (%) Items (%) 
Electricity 140 Coke 115 
Coal 181 Medicaments 108 
of which, Cement 136 
Bituminous 134 _ Bricks 112 
Anthracite 127 Fire bricks 125 
Zinc (in terms of Slate 122 
mineral con- Sheet glass 101 
tent) 116 Timber 108 
Iron ore 188 Sawn wood 126 
Pig iron 140 Glassware for daily 
Steel 127 use 119 
Structural steel 152 Ceramics for daly 
Crude copper 143 use 124 
Crude lead 124 Furniture 146 
Internal combustion Cotton fabrics 126 
engines 175 ~~ Silk fabrics 141 
Motors 210 Woolen fabrics 109 
Transformers 182 Underwear 200 
Metal cutting tools 149 Hosiery 105 
Farm machines .& Canvas shoes 123 
implements 131 Paper 128 
Crushers 640 Stationery 220 
Winches 240  ~=Fish catch 130 
Pumps 112 Soya sauce 133 
Machine accessories Bean paste 139 
300 ~=sWw Bean oil 113 
Chemical fertili- Soap 148 
zer 177 ‘Distilled spirits 154 
Caustic soda 117 Tobacco 112 
Carbide 170 


In the first six months of 1957, almost all 
industrial enterprises overfulfilled their out- 
put target assigned to, them and attained 
great resulis in the work of technical improve- 
ment and management of production. 


The state plan and increased production 
target for the first half of 1957 were success- 
fully overfulfilled at the following enterprises: 

The Kumduk Mine, Chulsan Mine, Hol- 
dong Mine, Rakyun Mine, Kimchaik Iron 
Works, Hwanghai Iron Works, Sungjin Steel 


Works, Kangsun Steel Works, Nampo 
and Moonpyung’ Refineries under the 
Il 


Ministry of Metal Industry; collieries of Ko- 
kunwon, Hakpo, Sinyoosun, Kowon, Ryong- 
moon, Choyang, Dukchun and Heukryung 
under the Ministry of Coal Industry; Soo- 
poong Power Plant, Huchungang Power 
Plant and Keumgangsan Power Plant under 
the Ministry of Electric Industry; Hichun 
Machine Tool Plant, Koosung Mining Ma- 
chine Plant, Kiyang Machine Plant, Daian 
Electric Appliances Factory, Pyongyang Elec- 
tric Appliances Factory, Chungjin Shipyard 
and Wonsan Shipyard under the Ministry of 
Machine Industry; Heungnam Fertilizer Fac- 
tory, Bongoong Chemical Factory, Soon- 
chun Nitro-lime Fertilizer Factory, Haijoo 
Cement Factory, Chunnairi Cement Factory 
and Seunghori Cement Factory under the 
Ministry of Chemical Industry; Nampo Glass 
Works, Kangnam Brick-yard and Saingki- 
ryung Pottery under the Bureau of Build- 
ing Material Industry; Boojun Forestry Of- 
fice, Yoopyung Forestry Office, Moosan For- 
estry Office, Sunggan Forestry Office, Chang- 
jin Forestry Office, Moosan Saw Mill, West 
Pyongyang Saw Mill and Wiyun Saw Mill 
under the Bureau of Forestry; Pyongyang 
Textile, Koosung Textile Mill, Kaesong 
Weaving Mill, Sinuijoo. Woolen’ Tex- 
tile Mill, Pyongyang Corn-starch Factory, 
Ryongsung Meat Processing Combinat, 
Pyongyang Rubber Factory, Pyongyang 
Daily Necessaries Factory and Sinuijoo En- 
amelware Factory under the Ministry of Light 
Industry; Changjun Fishery Office and 
Haijoo Fishery Office under the Ministry of 
Fishing Industry; Chungjin Railway Factory 
and Raheung Railway Factory under the 
Ministry of Transport; Central Automobile 
Repair Factory and Pyongyang Automobile 
Repair Factory under the Department of 
Auto-vehicle and Highway Management; Cen- 
tral Printing Factory under the Ministry of 
Culture and Propaganda; Educational Book 
ane House under the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 


The first half of 1957 witnessed the pro- 
duction of many new items including gas 
pipes, test drilling machines, oxygen weld- 
ers, lightning arresters, screening machines, 
sewing machines, screw cutters, rayon, sta- 
ple fibre, bleached cotton fabrics, flannel 
napped on both sides, corduroy, georgette, 
double pattern crepe, silk fabrics and silk 
raincoats. 


The rapid growth of industrial production 
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was possible thanks to the extensive technic- 
al renovation and introduction of new pro- 
duction methods. 


Over 7,000 new proposals for technical im- 
provement and innovation — the method of 
preventing breakdown of electric supply by 
installing automatic connectors in the field 
of electricity, high speed drilling method in 
coal and mineral ore mining industry, the 
remodelling of the.top of cupola furnace and 
methods of raising blast pressure and hot 
air temperature and method of hardening the 
bottom of open-hearth furnace in ferrous 
metallurgical industry, method of heating 
copper wire for deoxidation in machine in- 
dustry, method of hourly alternative tapping 
carbide ovens in chemical industry, introduc- 
tion of stone rollers in paper-making ma- 
chines in paper industry, method of making 
broader, multi-log rafts in the field of forest- 
ry and so forth — were introduced into pro- 
duction during the first half of this year. 


As a result of this, in iron works, cupola 
furnace cubature utility rate rose by 28 per 
cent as compared with the same period of 
last year. The average time of a heat in open- 
hearth furnace was shortened by 1 hour and 
46 minutes in 80 ton furnaces and by 4 
hours and 20 minutes in 100 ton furnaces, 
and the average output of steel per square 
meter of furnace bottom space increased by 
24.7 per cent in 80 ton furnace and by 24.4 
per cent in 100 ton furnace as compared with 
the corresponding period of last year. 

In this period, the average time of a heat 
in electric furnaces was reduced by 1 hour 
and 25 minutes in 20 ton furnaces and by 
34 minutes in 5 ton furnaces as compared 
with the same period of last year. The month- 
ly average of the operation time of large 
size rolling machines was extended by 75 
hours and per hour output increased by 12.1 
per cent as compared with last year, and the 
monthly average of operation time and per 
hour output of thin sheet, wire and medium 
Sheet rolling machines also grew to a great 
extent. | 

The average per square metre cooling ca- 
pacity of water-jakets in refinery increas- 
ed by 90 per cent as compared with the first 
six months of last year. 

The average output per square metre of 
foundry space at machine plants rose by 5.5 
per cent in casting iron and by 34.9 per cent 
in casting steel. 
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At chemical factories, the per hour output 
of caustic soda electrolysis shop was aug- 
mented by 14.8 per cent and that of carbide 
kiln by 7.2 per cent as compared with the 
first half of last year. 


The average per hour and per oven output 
at cement factories swelled by 8.5 per cent 
as compared with last year and the average 
per cubic metre output of kiln at brick-yards 
by 57.6 per cent as compared with the first 
half of last year. 


In textile industry, the per hour output of 
main equipment is 11.5 per cent on cotton 
weaving machines, 34 per cent on silk weav- 
ing machines and 14.7 per cent on spinning 
machines higher than. last year. 


In pulp mills, the daily average turnover 
of boilers rose by 11 per cent in boiling reed 
pulp treated with sulpherous acid as com- 
pared with the first half of last year and the 
average per hour output of paper-making 
machine by 10 per cent. At the same time, 
the rate of the operation of main production 
equipment rose to a considerable extent. 


The rate of actual production of raw ma- 
terial has been considerably raised in vari- 
ous industrial fields. The rate of actual ex- 
traction from various ores at mines increas- 
ed by 0.2 to 6.8 per cent as against the first 
six months of last year, the rate of actual 
metal extraction at non-ferrous metal smel- 
teries by 0.7 per cent and the rate of actual 
production of raw silk at silk mills by 3.7 
per cent. 


Parallel with the wide-scale emulation 
drive for increased production, the struggle 
for economizing electricity, coal, structural 
steel, timber and other materials was waged 
as a mass movement. 


In this period, 149 million kwh of elec- 
tricity, 52,000 tons of coal, 14,000 tons of 
coke, 2,000 tons of structural steel and 34,000 
cubic metres of timber were economized at 
such main ministries or bureaus as Minis- 
tries of Metal Industry, Coal Industry, Ma- 
chine Industry, Electric Industry and Chemi- 
cal Industry and Bureau of Building Materi- 
al Industry. 


As a result of this, in the first six months 
of 1957, the expenditure for raw material and 
other material in the field of industry was 
6 per cent lower than the original plan or 8 
per cent lower than the average.result of last 
year. 
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The labour productivity plan for the first 
half of 1957 in the domain of industry was 
overfulfilled by 13 per cent, or 21 per cent 
higher than the corresponding period of last 
year. 

On the basis of the enhancement of labour 
productivity and the reduction of consump- 
tion of raw material, fuel and electricity per 
unit of products, the cost of industrial pro- 
ducts in the first half of 1957 was reduced. by 
11.6 per cent as compared with the average 
cost of last year or by 5.3 per cent as com- 
pared with the production cost plan for the 
first half of 1957. Thus, the workers in the 
industrial field lowered the production cost 
of respective goods by 3,400 million won as 
compared with last year or by 1,400 million 
won as compared with the plan of the first 
half of this year. 


2. RURAL ECONOMY 


The members of agricultural cooperatives 
and individual peasants carried out sowing 
‘in good time on the principle of the right 
crop on right soil, selecting high-yielding 
seed, improving farming methods and exten- 
sively introducing various kinds of advanc- 
ed farming technique. 


The members of agricultural cooperatives 
and individual peasants dug ditches and 
canals, sank wells and resorted to various 
other emergency measures for overcoming the 
unprecedentedly long and severe drought, 
thereby transplanting rice seedlings on 87,000 
jungbo of unirrigated paddies, which are 
equivalent to 19 per cent of the total trans- 
planted acreage. As of the end of June, the 
rice transplanting had been completed on an 
acreage equivalent to 94 per cent of planned 
sown area. 

During the first six months of 1957, the 
total sown area increased by 125,000 jungbo 
as compared with the same period of last 
year, of which the areas under grain increas- 
ed by 62,000 jungbo, under maize by 194,000 
jungbo and under potatoes by 46,000 jungbo. 

As for the sowing plan of each crop, the 
sowing plan for grain was fulfilled by 100.4 
per cent, maize by 123 per cent and potatoes 
by 116 per cent. 

In the first half of 1957, the acreage under 
industrial crops and oil-bearing plants was 
considerably expanded. 

As against the same period of last year, 
the acreage under cotton was expanded to 
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124 per cenit, hemp and flax to 240 per cent 
and tobacco to 127 per cent. 


Such advanced farming methods as rais- 
ing rice seedlings in cold frames, raising 
rice seedlings on dry fields, treating rice and 
cotton seeds with formalin, yarovizing wheat 
and barley as well as potatoes and _ trans- 
planting cf vegetable, tobacco and cotton 
seedlings with manure wrapped around their 
roots were extensively introduced in the 
realm of rural economy in the first half of 
this year. Rice seedlings raised in cold 
frames and on dry fields were transplanted 
on 47 per cent of the total acreage under 
rice, and cold frame rice seedlings were 
transplanted on 10.7 per cent of all the 
paddy fields. 


Particularly, the peasants of South Pyong- 
an Province transplanted cold frame _ rice 
seedlings on 22 per cent of the entire paddy 
fields. 


The utility rate of land has been consid- 
erably enhanced through the wide-scale in- 
troduction of diverse cultivating methods 
such as raising after crop on dry fields and 
before crop cn paddy fields as well as mixed 
planting. During the first half of 1957, the 
acreage of fruit faims and mulberry fields 
was steadily expanded and the manuring and 
cultivating methcds were improved. 

As of the end cf June, 1957, the number of 
domestic animals had increased by 12 per 
cent in Korean cows, 8 pei cent in fine fleece 
sheep, 57 per cent in goats and 200 per cent 
in pigs as compared with the corresponding 
time of last year. 


The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Gov- 
ernment .of the Republic rendered enormous 
material assistance for ensuring the rapid 
development of the rural economy. 


During the first half cf 1957, the area under 
government irrigation was expanded by 
13,000 jungbo and that under non-government 
irrigation constructed by peasants centering 
around agricultural ccoperatives by more 
than 6,000 jungbo-and thus, by the end of 
June, 76 per cent of the entire paddy fields 
had been brcught under full i:rigation. 

The Government of the Republic supplied 
220,000 tons of chemical fertilizer in the first 
half year and gave out great numbers of 
advanced farm machines including maize 
sowers, animal’ drawn weeding machines, 
sprayers, dusters, ploughs..and waterwheels. 
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For the’ mechanization of field work, the 
Government of the Republic further improved 
the technical equipment of the existing farm 
machine-hire stations. Fortynine farm ma- 
chine-hire stations helped agricultural co- 
operatives and individual peasants in tillage, 
reclamation, leveling work, sowing and. weed- 
ing on an acreage of 393,000 hectares. and the 
velume of their work was 59 per cent higher 
than that in the first half of the previous year: 
For markedly enhancing the per hectare 
yield of rice, the state supplied the rural 
economy with enormous quantities of equip- 
ment and materials including 730 thousand 
square metres of sheet glass, 25,000 cubic 
metres of timber, 320 tons of paper, 150 tons 
of bean oil, which were required for setting 
up cold frame-beds. 

3. TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 


The railway haulage plan for the first half 
cf 1957 was carried out by 117 per cent and 
freight turnover plan by 122 per cent. The 
haulage and freight turnover plans for the 
first half year including the increased trans- 
port target was fulfilled by 111 per cent and 
by 116 per cent respectively. The entire work- 
ers in the domain of railway transport haul- 
ed 1,450,000 tons more freight than their as- 
signment for the first half year by markedly 
improving the technique of managing rail- 
ways and, thus, freight carriage volume in- 
creased by 12 per cent and freight turnover 
by 17 per cent as compared with the first half 
of the previous year. 

The freight carriage plans on major items 
were also successfully fulfilled. 

During the first half of 1957, the utilization 
of rolling-stock was notably improved in the 
field of railway transport. 

The turnround of freight cars was reduced 
by 12 hours compared with the state plan 
and 16 hours 48 minutes compared with the 
first half of last year, and, thanks to this, more 
than 32,000 wagon-loads of freight were car- 
ried in excess of the state target. The actual 
wperation rate of locomotives was 1.6. per 
cent higher than that in the first half of the 
previous year .and their plan for average 
running distance per day was fulfilled by 
103 per cent — a 5 per cent increase ove, 
the first half of the previous year. 

The average traction tonnage plan of 
freight train was carried out by 105 per cent 
cr a 3 per cent growth in comparison with 
the first half of last year. 
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Thanks to a series of organizational work 
for raising the speed of railway management 
in the first half year, the operation speed of 
trains increased by 10 per cent and their 
technical speed by 8 per cent compared with 
the first half of the previous year. 


In the first half year, the consumption of 

coal by locomotives was cut down by 3.6 per 
cent compared with the state norm, through 
the improvement of the technique cf manag- 
ing railways and the reduction cf empty-car 
running. 
_ In the first half of 1957, the plan for hau- 
lage by automobile was fulfilled by 132 per 
cent and freight turnover plan by 128 per 
cent. As against the first half of last year, 
freight haulage increased by 48 per cent and 
freight turnover by 46 per cent. 

Long-distance and city motor bus service 
was furthe: expanded. Compared with the 
first half of the previous year, the number oi 
moter buses doubled and bus lines were ex- 
tended by 37 per cent. 


The number of passengers traveling by 
buses showed a 24 per cent increase over the 
first half of last year and the passenger 
transport in major cities and mountainous 
areas was carried out satisfactorily. The 
actual cperation rate of mctor lorries was 
4 per cent and technical speed 2 per cent 
higher than the first half of the previous year. 


Gasoline was economized by 4.2 per cent 
compaied with the state norm in the domain 
of automobile transport. 

Sea and river freight carriage plan for the 
first half of 1957 was fulfilled by 105 per cent 
and freight turnover plan by 114 per cent. 


The communication work also made conti- 
nucus development in the first half of 1957. 
As against the first half of the pievious year, 
the total length of the long distance telephone 
lines rose by 2 per cent and that of the long 
distance telegraph and telephone circuits by 
6 per cent, the number of telephone subscrib- 
ers in cities by 15 per cent and the number 
of loud speakers of through-wire broadcast- 
ing by 67 per cent. 

The plan for the fixst half year was carried 
out by 121 per cent in ordinary mail, 120 per 
cent in parcel post, 116 per cent in post re- 
mittance and 123: per cent in telegraph serv- 
ice. The speed cf telegraph delivery was ac- 
celerated and the time of long-distance tele- 
phone connection was cut down: further. 
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4, CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 


In the first half of 1957, the amount of the 
state investment in capital construction iff 
vaiious domains of the naticnal economy to- 
talled 10,200 million won, of which the vol- 
ume invested in building construction a- 
mounted to 6,300 nitlion won. 

A great number cf newly constructed mills 
were commissioned in this. period. They are: 
Generator No, 7 cf the Socpoong Power 
Plant, Generator No. 1 of the Fourth Station 
of the Huchun Hydro-Power Plant, Genera- 
tor No. £ of the Third Station of the Boojun 
Hydro-Power Plant: Generatcr: No. | of the 
Third Station of the Booryung Power Plant, 
Generator No. :| of the First Station and 
Generator No. I of the Fourth Station of the 
Keumkangsan Power Plant, under the Mini- 
stiy cf Electric Industry; the dressing plant 
ef the Sangnong Mine, electric converter of 
the steel shop of the Sungjin Steel Works, 
steel pipe shop of the Kangsun Sieel Works, 
under the Ministry of Metal Industry; pas- 
senger-car shep. of the Wonsan Railway Fac- 
tory, locomctive and freight-car shops of the 
West-Pyongyang Railway Factory; the rayon 
and staple fibre shops of the Chungjin Spin- 
ning Mill and salt field of the Yunbaik Saltern 
under the Ministry of Light Industry; the Sin- 
po Fish Cannery under the Ministry of Fish- 
ing Industry and other shops and_ units. 
Besides, the ccnstruction of the Dokro Hydro- 
Power Plant, new pits ci the Kocham, On- 
sung, Anjoo and Kokunwon Collieries, dress- 
ing plant of the Kapsan Mine, furnace and 
coke oven shops of the Hwanghai Iron Works, 
zinc shop of the Nampo Refinery, ammonium 
sulphate and nitrite shops of the Heung- 
nam Fertilizer Factory, caustic soda shop. of. 
the Bongoong Chemical Factory, Sinmadong 
Cement Factcry, Kiljoo Veneer Factory and 
the dyeing mill of the Pyongyang Textile 
Combinat and many athe: large-scale con- 
struction projects are successfully going on. 

As a result, as of July 1, 1957 the produc- 
tivity had increased by 147 thousand kva in 
electricity, 26 thousand tons in the capacity 
of gold, silver and copper ore dressing 
plants, 59 thousand tons in the capacity of 
ccncentrating lead and zinc and 8 thousand 
tons in steel compared with that as. of Janu- 
ary 1, 1957, and the new production capacity 
of turning out’ 2 thousand tons cf rayon and 
staple fibte was:created. 
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During the first half of 1957, 1,430 million 
won, or 36 per cent, more funds were invested 
in housing construction than in the corres- 
ponding period of last year. 


Much was done in the rehabilitation and 
construction of Pyongyang city in accordance 
with Cabinet Decision No. 38. Factory 
workers, soldiers, students, government em- 
ployees and city dwellers came out with 
patriotic zeal to the rehabilitation and con- 
struction of Pyongyang city, the democartic 
capital, and successfully carried out con- 
struction of large numbers of dwelling 
houses, cinema houses, water supply and 
sewage systems, promenades, swimming 
pools, parks, athletic grounds and so forth. 


No small achievements were made 
in intensifying the industrialization of con- 
struction and raising the rate of mechaniza- 
tion of construction processes. 


Prefabricated construction was expanded 
through the pioduction of reinforced concrete 
parts of pillars, beams, floor blocks and 
pipes as well as wall-blocks, and at building 
sites the mechanization of ground digging, 
concrete mixing, mortar mixing and vertical 
conveyance work was enhanced. 


Certain success was attained at construc- 
tion sites in economizing structural steel, 
cement, lumber, bricks and othe: building 
materials as well as labour, through the in- 
troduction of new advanced technique, labour 
organization and operational methods such 
as high-speed pit drilling, taper-shape brick 
laying, mechanized plastering, and organiza- 
tion of multi-skill combined brigades. 


5. IMPROVEMENT OF PEOPLE’S 
MATERIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE AND 
EXPANSION OF COMMODITY 
CIRCULATION 


During the first half of 1957, the material 
and cultural living, standard of the people 
was elevated markedly, thanks to the mea- 
sures taken by the Party and the Government 
for the improvement of the people’s living 
and to the material potentialities created by 
the struggle for increased production and 
economization. 

The monetary wages of factory and 
office workers grew 52 per cent as against 
the same time of last year and their real wag- 
es also steadily increased. The material and 
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cultural living standard of agricultural co- 
operative members like-wise rose further. 

Commodity circulation was continuously 
expanded. The Workers’ Party of Korea and 
the Government of the Republic effected 
special measures for improving the people’s 
living. 

The retail commodity circulation plan of 
the state and cooperative organs for the first 
half of 1957 was fultilled by 119 per cent, of 
which state trade was carried out by 121 per 
cent and cooperative trade by 117 per cent. 

Thus, the gross value in terms of compar- 
able price of retail, commodity circulation at 
the state and cooperative organs was 174 
per cent as ugainst the first half of the previ- 
ous year, and the state trade turnover swelled 
to 150 per cent and cooperative trade turn- 
over to 210 pei cent. 

The quantity of commodity sales through 
ihe state and cooperatsive retail trade net- 
work increased by 100 per cent in non-food- 
stuff commodities and by 47 per cent in food- 
stuffs as compared with the corresponding 
period of last year. The sales of mass con- 
sumption goods per item rose as follows: 


First half of 1957 against 
that of 1956 


Items 


Cotton fabrics 2.4-fold 
Silk fabrics 2.6-fold 
Underwear 2.9-fold 
Ready made clothes 172% 
Hosiery Z-fold 
Footwear 2-fold 
Soap 2.2-fold 
Metal goods for daily use 2.3-fold 
Ceramics 161%, 
Stationery 143%, 
Soya sauce 143% 
Bean paste 150% 
Edible oil 4,2-fold 
Meat 3.1-fold 
Marine products 125% 
Vegetables 108% 
Bread and confectionery 3.2-fold 
Relishes 2.4-fold 


The supply of foodstuff to Pyongyang city 
and other main cities and to workers’ dis- 
tricts as well as the supply of industrial pro- 
ducts to the country-side was further improv- 
ed. The sales of foodstuff at state stores func- 
tioning in major cities rose by 29 per cent 
compared with the first half of the previous 
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year, with a 3.3-fold increased on edible oil 
3.1-fold on meat, 35% on soya sauce, }7°/o on 
bean paste, 71% on various relishes, 2.5-fold 
on bread and confectionary and 11°/s on soft 
drinks. 


The sales of non-edible goods at con- 
sumers’ cooperative stores rose 2.5 times as 
compared with the corresponding period of 
the previous year, with a 3.1-fold increase 
on cotton fabrics, 3.4-fold on silk fabrics, 
3.7-fold on underwear, 2.2-fold on ready-made 
clothes, 2.4-fold on hosiery, 2.2-fold on foot- 
wear, 2.4-fold on soap, 2.6-fold on metal 
goods for daily use and 2-fold on ceramics. 

State and cooperative trade organs fulfilled 
their procurement targets by 140% and the 
state procurement organs carried out pro- 
curement plans by 121%. 

In the first half of the yedr, 1,623 more 
stores and restaurants were functioning than 
at the end of the previous year. 


The price level of the state and cooperative 
trade went down by 7%! compared with the 
corresponding period of last year, with an 
8% drop on market goods. 

Economic relations through trade with the 
Soviet Union and other countries of the social- 
ist camp were further strengthened and 
trade with some capitalist countries was 
opened in the first half of this year. The total 
volume of foreign,trade grew by 49%o as 
against the first half of the preceding yea1, 
the increases of export and import being 28°/o 
and 69°/9 respectively. 

Workers and office employees received a 
total of 130,000 square metres of new houses 
built with state fund. 


The Government of the D.P.R.K. disbursed 
7,900 million won of social and cultural éx- 
nenses in accordance with the state budget, 
and this is a 69 per cent increase compaied 
with the first half of last year. 

Remarkable resulis were attained also in 
the field of the development of the cultural 
and public health work. 

In the first half year 81,660,000 copies of 
29 newspapers, 5,490,000 copies of books, 
12,120,000 copies of magazines and 7,660,000 
copies of text books were published. Com- 
pared with the first half of the previous year 
the numbei of cinema halls increased by 75, 
with an increase of 48 in the countryside. 

The number of hospital beds increased by 
1,500, that of doctors of public health organs 
by 468 and rural village clinics by 267 .com- 
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pared’ with the first half of last year. The 
number of creches increased by 43 per cent 
and their accommodation capacity by 80 per 
cent. 


The number of workers and office comploy- 
ees who had rests in rest homes and sana- 
toria during the first half of this year tatall- 
ed more than 40,000. 


I] 


1. In industry, rural economy and all other 
fields of the national economy the tremend- 
ous labout’ upsurge of the workers of our 
country has borne its brilliant first fruits. 
Great changes have been taking place 
through the implementation of the decisions 
of the December Plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Korean Workers’ Party in the 
state and economic life and in the labour 
struggle of the working people. 


Of great significance are the brilliant re- 
sults attained in the fulfilment of the plan 
for the first half of 1957. 


Firstly, this once again proved that the 
economic policy of the Korean Workers’ Party 
and the Government of the Republic correctly 
mirrors the objective requirements .of the 
economic development of our country and 
possesses enormous vitality and mobilizing 
power, embodying the vital interests of the 
entire people. 


In the Three-Year Plan period, the correct 
economic policy of the Party and the Govern- 
ment for guaranteeing the priority develop- 
ment of heavy industry and simultaneously,, 
rapidly developing light industry and agri-- 
culture not only ensured the speedy rehabili-- 
tation of the severely damaged economy, but: 
also laid a firm material foundation for a new 
upsurge of the national economy, markedly 
improved and enhanced the deteriorated live- 
lihood of the people in a short space of 
time and called forth the inexhaustible crea- 
tive talent and enthusiasm of the working 
people. 

The summing up of the fulfilment of the 
first half year plan shows that the decisions 
of the December Plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Korean Workers’ Party adopted 
in accordance with the basic orientation of 
the Third Congress of the K.W.P. indicated 
the most correct target of struggle for the 
working people in overcoming the stringency 
of commodities, materials and funds in the 
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eolirse of the fulfilment -of the plan for 1957, 
the-first year of the Five-Year Blan’ and:-main- 
taining: a high tempo. of :development of the 
national economy. 

Secondly, it means .a -new. victory. of the 
consistent policy of our Party and Govern- 
ment which are serving the interests .of the 
masses, relying upon the masses,. and over- 
coming difficulties and mobilizing the 
wisdom and patriotic zeal of the masses, 
and it demonstrates the  steel*like unity of 
ihe. entire working people, of our country a- 
round .the Party and Government. 

The link between the Party and people’s 
regime and the masses has been further 
strengthened, the guidance of.the upper 
level has been brought closei: to the lower 
level and the broad masses. have come to 
participate in state management more active- 
ly. than ever. 


From the central organs down to local 
organs, responsible workers: went to produc- 
tion and construction sites, explained: the 
policy of the Party and Goveinment among 
the working people and personally discussed 
with the working people the work of the state 
and production assignments as. well as; pro- 
blems and difficuliies arising in the course 
of, fulfilling them. And such guiding method 
has proved most effective in detecting and 
correcting in time shortcomings which may 
lurk in the work, in solving the urgent de- 
mand of the masses in time and in calling 
forth thei creativenéss and enthusiasm. 

Today, the working people of our. country, 
as true master of the country, are directly 
participating not only in. the fulfilment of pro- 
duction plan, but also in drafting them, and 
they are successfully carrying out the great 
economic tasks confronting us, by exploring 
and mobilizing enormous reserves through 
their inventiveness and creativeness. 

Thirdlv, the achievements made: in the 
course of the fulfilment of the plan for the 
first half of 1957 give us the conviction that 
if the entire Party and state workers organ- 
ize and mobilize the masses well for pushing 
th:ough to the last the-policy of the Parity 
and Government, theie would be no difficulty 
before us which cannot be overcome. and if 
upsurge of the working people be:maintained 
and developed, the enormous, .tasks of the 
entire Five-Year Plan, not to mention the 
1957 target, would be carried out successful- 
ly without fail. 
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2. sWhile signal achievements are being re- 
gistered in the all-round spheres of the na- 
tional economy, serious defects and: back- 
wardness. dre being revealed in the fulfil- 
ment of the plan in some economic domains 
and enterprises. 

Firsily, some ministries, bureaus and en- 
terprises. are fulfilling the state target very 
unsatisfactorily, failing to organize well the 
enthusiastic masses who are mobilized in 
support of the policy -of the Paity and Gov- 
ernment and failing to provide all conditions 
in time. 

Leading workers of some ministries and 
bureaus even displayed insincerity towards 
the policy. of the Party and Government, thus 
placing: no small hindrance in the way of its 
implementation. 

For instance, the Ministry of City Manage- 
ment and -Ministry of Procurement and 
Food Administration failed to fulfil their as- 
signments, and are bringing no improve- 
ment whatsoever in their work. 


Particularly, the Ministry of Procurement 
and Food Administration did not implement 
faithfully the decisions of the Party and Gov- 
ernment cn fundamentally improving the 
work of piiocurement. and even went so far as 
to distort the Party policy in the procurement 
of meat. 

Secondly, in contrast to the enormcus 
achievements in production, capital con- 
struction is by and large lagging behind. 

In the first half year period, various minis- 
tries and bureaus fulfilled the building con- 
struction plan by cnly 89 pei cent as a whole 
and failed also to carry cut the plan for re- 
ducing construction cost by scattering funds, 
by not ascertaining where io make invest- 
ment first and where second and by not ac- 
tively exploring reserves for cutting down 
construction cost in designing and construc- 
tion. 

The afore-cited shortcomings aflect the 
general development of the national econo- 
my. Therefore, a struggle must be waged 
for rectifying them at the earliest date. 

The Ministry of Fishing Industry failed to 
fulfil the state plan for the first half of this 
year. This is mainly attributable to their fai- 
lure to catch mackerel. However, since the 
Apzil Plenum of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Pariy of Korea, no smail im- 
provement has been made in the field of 
fishing industry. In the first half of this year, 
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14,000 tons more fish were caught than in 
the same period of last year. 


3. The successful overfulfilment of the 1957 
plan is of great importance in the develop- 
ment of the economy of our country. This 
opens a road for the fulfilment of the Five- 
Year Plan by passing over the most trying 
phase caused in connection with the trans- 
formation into a new stage of the eccnomic 
development of our counti'y and further con- 
firms the confidence of the entire working 
people in the victorious fulfilment of the Five- 
Year Plan. 


The responsible workers of the Party. 
state and economic organs and entire work- 
ing people must strive to overfulfil the plan 
for the latter half of this year by further con- 
solidating and developing the achievements 
attained in the fulfilment of the first half 
yeai plan. 

First of all, the responsible workers or the 
Party, state and economic organs must im- 
prove still further their method of guidance. 
Today, when the entire working people of our 
country are filled with the deteimination to 
carry out with credit the Five-Year Plan and 
their enthusiasm is surging so high, the ful- 
filment of the pJan entirely depends upon the 
method of guidance of cadres. 


The leading workers must turn the surg- 
ing labour enthusiasm of the masses to good 
account for carrying through the policy of 
the Party and Government and must provide 
all work conditions in time. 

For guranteeing the constant growth of 
production, advanced technique and mecha- 
nization must be steadily introduced, tech- 
nical remodelling cairied cut and production 
methods continucusly improved. At present 
not even one step forward can be taken with 
outdated technique and old _ production 
method. Higher norm will be attained only 
through the incessant introduction of new 
technique. In particular, advanced produc- 
tion methods created in the past through the 
creative initiative of our working people 


must be introduced and _ popularized on an 
extensive scale. 


Machine-building industry assumes a 
very important position in promoting the 
overall technical progress of various branch- 
es of the national economy. The Minis- 
try of Machine Industry must produce and 
supply in time large quantities of varied, 
high guality machines, equipment and ac- 
cessories. 

The quality of products must be enhanced 
and the state plan fulfilled on all items. 
The trends of increasing only the quantity 
of production, lowering the quality of pro- 
ducts, and fulfilling the state plan only in 
value must be decisively rejected. 


More energy must be directed to tapping 
potentialities for economization. Huge a- 
mount of funds is necessary for the fulfilment 
of the vast assignments of the Five-Year 
Plan. This will be ensured mainly through 
the maximum mobilization of inner re- 
SOUrCes. 


The production cost must be systematical- 
ly lowered through the enhancement of 
labour productivity and the reduction of 
consumption of raw material, fuel and other 
maierials. 


It is imperative in the field of capital con- 
struction to rationally utilize funds and de- 
cisively reduce construction cost by concen- 
trating investment on main construction ob- 
jects, giving proper priority in making in- 
vestment and eliminating waste in design- 
ing and construction. 


However great the achievements made in 
the fulfilment of the first half year plan may 
be, there is no ground for us to rest on our 
laurels. 


Upholding the correct policy of the Party 
and Government, the entire working people 
will victoriously overfulfil without fail not 
only the 1957 plan but also the entire Five- 
Year Plan with ever higher labour enthusi- 
asm and inexhaustible creative initiative. 
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